Sunrise Proposal Plus Twenty
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.
General:   The Sunrise Proposal Plus Twenty shall be incorporated into the rollout of new top-level domains.  During the Sunrise Period, owners of trademarks and service marks (marks) will be able to register their marks as domain names on a discounted, first-come-first-served basis in a new top-level domain before that new domain is opened to the general public.
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.
Eligibility:   Any owner of a valid national trademark or service mark registration is eligible to seek to register as a domain name during the Sunrise Period that mark and up to an additional twenty (20) variations of such mark, provided that the national registration for that mark issued at least one (1) year prior to the date on which the mark owner applies to register the mark and any variations of the mark as a domain name. The name of the domain name registrant must be the same as the name of the owner of the mark registration. At least one domain name registration must contain the material textual element (excluding punctuation) of the registered mark.
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.
Procedure for Sunrise:

A
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A
.
ICANN must provide at least ninety (90) days notice to the general public of its intention to introduce a new top-level domain.  Notice must be in the form of both an announcement on ICANN’s website and an official Press Release issued by ICANN.

B.
At least 60 days prior to the beginning of the Sunrise Period, ICANN shall post a list of all registrars participating in the Sunrise Program, along with a hyperlink to each registrar’s website.

C.
At the end of the ninety (90) days notice period, a thirty (30) day Sunrise Period shall begin, at which time a mark owner that is eligible for this program under Section II may submit a domain name registration application to register a domain name which is the same as the mark it owns, along with applications for registration for up to an additional twenty (20) variations of such mark.  These domain names shall be registered on a first-come-first-served basis.

D.
At the end of the Sunrise Period, the top-level domain shall be open for registration of domain names to the general public.

IV.
Application Template:

A.
In order to qualify, the Application must contain, inter alia:

(a) the name of the domain name registrant

(b) the domain name

(c) 
the name of the mark

(d) the date of registration of the mark

(e) the country of registration of the mark

(f) the registration number of the mark

(g) the name of the owner of the registered mark 

B.
The domain name registrant must affirmatively check off a box on the Application Template stating that it has a valid national mark registration that issued at least one (1) year prior to its application for registration as a domain name.

C.
The Application Template should affirm that the registrar shall have no liability for administering the Sunrise Program so long as the Registrar acts in accordance with the policies set forth in the Sunrise Proposal.

D.
The domain name registrant must affirmatively check off a box on the Application Template stating that the domain name registrant’s registration of the domain name is in conformity with the charter for that particular top-level domain (if not a generic TLD).

E.    Registrars would be under no obligation to check the information contained in an application to register a domain name submitted during the Sunrise Period; however, registrars would be obligated to promptly “take down” any domain name registered by anyone not eligible to register domain names during the Sunrise Period once that fact was called to their attention.  

V.
Use Limited, Chartered Top-Level Domains:   The IPC recommends that although a Sunrise Period should be incorporated into the roll-out of every new top-level domain, there may be specific, use limited, chartered top-level domains in which a Sunrise Period may not be necessary. This underscores the reality, however, that the process by which proposed charters for new, use-limited, chartered TLDs are developed and approved will be of critical importance to their success. Such a determination should be on a case-by-case basis as part of a “Charter Certification” process. The IPC recommends that this process include, inter alia: (1) means to ensure that charters are as clear and as specific as possible about permitted and prohibited registrants and uses, (2) an obligation for registrars to “take down” any domain name that is used in a manner that is inconsistent with the use limitations in the charter once that use is called to their attention, and (3) consideration of additional means for resolving bona fide disputes concerning the uses of domain names in a manner inconsistent with charter limitations.
