Registrar Letterhead 

June xx, 2002

Nancy Victory

Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Room 4898, 

1401 Constitution Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20230

Fax: 202-501-0536
REF: ICANN Evolution and Reform

Dear Ms. Victory:

I am the [Position/Title] of [Registrar], and I am writing to express my support for the current efforts underway to reform the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN). I was glad to hear your positive support for ICANN during the Senate hearings this week.

OPTION #1-A

[Registrar] is located in [City], [State] and provides a full-range of Internet domain name registrations, DNS hosting, and web design and hosting services. [add or delete any services that are applicable] We currently have [XX] full-time employees, whereas we only had [XX] full-time employees before we began offering domain names. 

OPTION #1-B

[Registrar] is located in [City], [State] and provides a full-range of Internet domain name registrations, DNS hosting, and web design and hosting services. [add or delete any services that are applicable] Approximately [XX] jobs have been created as a direct or indirect result of the competition that ICANN has introduced into the domain name registration marketplace.

OPTION #1-C

[Registrar] is located in [City], [State] and provides a full-range of Internet domain name registrations, DNS hosting, and web design and hosting services. [add or delete any services that are applicable]  Although domain names are not our company’s primarily revenue source, this business opportunity has resulted in several positions being added to our existing staff.

OPTION #1-D

[Registrar] is located in [City], [State] and is the world’s [XX] largest domain name registrar, providing high-volume domain name registration and support services. Formed in [Year], [Registrar] currently employs over [XX] individuals to provide service for the [XX] domain names under management. These jobs have been created as a direct result of the competition that ICANN has introduced into the domain name registration marketplace.
OPTION #2-A

In 1998, our domain name registration services did not exist, because there was a monopoly. There was only one provider for registration service of .com; .net; and .org domain names-- Network Solutions, now owned and operated by VeriSign.  Because of the introduction of competition in the registrar marketplace, through ICANN, over 100 ICANN accredited registrars are in business.  My own company is pleased to be one of those accredited registrars.  

OPTION #2-B

One of the reasons that [Registrar] became an ICANN registrar was to expand our business while simultaneously providing our customers with a higher level of service that was previously unavailable under the old NSI -now VeriSign- monopoly. The competition that ICANN has fostered and maintained has resulted in increased services and lower costs that were previously unattainable prior to 1999.

OPTION #2-C

In 1998, Network Solutions, now owned and operated by VeriSign, maintained a monopoly on .com, .org and .net registration services. Because of the introduction of competition by ICANN over the past three years, there now exists over 100 ICANN accredited registrars in business.  My own company is pleased to be one of those accredited registrars.  

OPTION #3-A

One of our few concerns going forward is the anti-competitive nature of

registries that are permitted to own registrars.  It is a breeding ground for corruption that will require close attention by a strengthen ICANN with oversight by the DoC.
OPTION #3-B

OTHER REGISTRAR SPECIFIC CONCERNS

I encourage you to support the efforts underway to constructively reform ICANN and provide it with the necessary staff and resources to ensure that competition and stability continues to exist at the registrar and registry level for the benefit of consumers and small businesses.

Sincerely,

Name

Title, Registrar
Cc:  ICANN Registrar Constituency - 312-896-9022


