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RESOLUTION TO THE NAMES COUNCIL RE DOMAIN NAME TRANSFERS 

1. Whereas consumer protection and choice are cornerstones to ensure competition; 

2. Whereas beginning in March, 2001, problems began to surface in the transfer of domain names between registrars, resulting in delays or denials of transfers;

3. Whereas the Registrar Constituency has responded to these concerns by developing a set of principles and an identified process entitled  “Inter-Registrar Domain Name Transfers: Principles and Processes for Gaining and Losing Registrars, rc-irdx-091801-v1r0d8.
” as the basis for authoritative interpretation of the Exhibit B of the Policy on Transfer of Sponsorship of Registrations Between Registrars
; said process is not yet implemented across all accredited registrars; 
4. Whereas the current transfer processes between some ICANN accredited registrars continues to be 1) burdensome and confusing to the registrant or their agent, and 2) burdensome to the receiving registrar and 3) in some cases, creating anti-competitive barriers to the transfer of the name to a receiving registrar; 

5. Whereas the Names Council [NC] at its October 11 meeting [via conference call] noted the urgency with which improvements and clarifications to the transfer procedures are needed such that it formed a “fast track”  Task Force which is charged with a report to the NC at the Marina del Ray meeting;

6. Whereas, while awaiting final naming of representatives to the TF from each constituency, an interim step has been taken to establish a listserv with all NC reps and the Chair of the GA, so that progress can be begun; 

7. Whereas the Registrar Constituency and individual registrars provided an educational briefing for representatives from the Names Council and the GA regarding both issues and perspectives on areas of concern related to transfers; 

8. Whereas the Registrar Constituency has acknowledged that more work has to be done, and has committed to further examination of remaining issues and definitions to ensure consistency, user certainty, and prevention of unneeded delays in legitimate transfers; including ensuring that appropriate recognition of “thin” and “thick” registry issues are reflected, 

9. Whereas other constituencies have indicated their continued interest and commitment to participation in feedback on these processes and to support an effective approach that ensures consumer choice, prevents delays in appropriate transfers, and provides clear and understandable guidance on those limited circumstances when transfers may be denied and what documentation is needed by the losing/transferring registrar for such denial; as well as identifying through the Task Force what remedies and mechanisms might be agreed to by the registrars to manage disputes with minimal disruption and impact on the affected registrant;  

The DNSO Names Council hereby: 

10. Commends the Registrar Constituency for its work to date and it’s efforts to provide clear processes to guide transfers between registrars, and urges speedy implementation of the first phase of the recommended processes, as outlined in the “Inter-Registrar Domain Name Transfers: Principles and Processes for Gaining and Losing Registrars”; 

11. Asks the existing Task Force on Transfers to continue it’s work on any additional supporting clarification, suggests that consultation with the ICANN staff be undertaken regarding issues such as definitions of “apparent authority”, requests that the TF ensure feedback of other constituencies with a commitment to achieve further clarification, as needed, within a specified period of time, not to exceed [3][6] months, and to provide periodic (monthly) updates through the Task Force, on progress to the Names Council; 

12. Agrees that for purposes of ensuring full and balanced participation in the TF on Transfers, that each constituency be asked to name one or two participants to represent them, except that each constituency must chose only one participant as the “voting” representative for the Constituency on any issues where voting occurs within the TF; and

13. Directs the constituencies to name such participants by 11/15, or decline such opportunity to participate by failing to provide the name(s) of representatives. 

14. Asks the Interim Chair to provide a further status report on the work plan, timeline, and progress at the December NC conference call. 

� http://www.icann-registrars.org/pdfs/rc-irdx-091801-v1r0d8.PDF


� http://www.icann.org/nsi/nsi-rla-04nov99.htm 





