DRAFT # 2
ICANN Domain Name Supporting Organization

Request for Sponsorship – August 29, 2000

The Names Council of the Domain Name Supporting Organization (DNSO) of the International Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) hereby requests financial sponsors of DNSO activities.  This request is issued in response to an offer presented to the Names Council by the Network Solutions Registry (NSI Registry) to provide up to $100,000 (US) in matching funds during the 12-month period beginning with July 2000 for the purpose of allowing the DNSO to obtain the professional support needed to improve the consensus building process for which it is responsible.

As the top priority, the Names Council plans to use sponsorship funds to fill a full-time Secretariat function that will have responsibilities including but not limited to the following:

· Providing logistical support for the daily functioning of the Names Council.

· Providing logistical support for the daily functioning of the DNSO.

· Managing DNSO financial activities.

· Developing processes and procedures that will increase the amount of measurable objective criteria in the consensus-building process.

The Names Council will control the management of all funds donated including ensuring that funds are handled in a transparent and accountable manner.

Consistent with the offer made by the NSI Registry, it is requested that contributions be made with the understanding that the Names Council has the freedom to use the funds as it sees best in its efforts to improve the day-to-day effectiveness of the DNSO.  It is also requested that the Names Council as an unincorporated organization and the individual members of the Names Council as uncompensated volunteers be held harmless with regard to any actions taken with regard to the funds.

Organizations wishing to become sponsors are asked to send a letter of intent to become a sponsor to Mr. Ken Stubbs, Chair, DNSO Names Council, at kstubbs@corenic.org.  Please include the following information: name of organization, point of contact, contact information (postal and email addresses) and amount of contribution.  The Names Council will provide remittance details as soon as they are finalized.

For additional information please contact any Names Council representative (see http://www.icann.org/dnso/nc-members.htm).
Note: This request for sponsorship is from the DNSO Names Council; it is not a request from ICANN.
